
Contact: Kathy Olsen 
Marketing & Community Information Coordinator 

 p: (269) 385-0454 
  e: olsen@upjohn.org 
Media Release 
For Immediate Release 

 

Reinventing Michigan: Kalamazoo Area Employers, Workers, Talent 
Development Leaders Honored at Statewide “Prosperity Awards” 
 
LANSING (June 18, 2014) — Kalamazoo area hiring and employment successes were among 

those celebrated recently by the Michigan Works! Association at the recent First Annual Prosperity 

Awards. 

American Axle and Manufacturing Holdings in Three Rivers was recognized for their 

announcement last year of a new, $100 million investment in their Three Rivers facility and the promise 

of 500 new jobs for the region. 

Michigan Works! Kalamazoo & St. Joseph Counties has partnered with American Axle, 

Southwest Michigan First, the City of Kalamazoo and the Northside Ministerial Alliance on an “AAM 

Pilot Project” designed to connect skilled workers from diverse backgrounds with the company’s need 

for skilled workers. 

Tyrone Hampton, a participant in the AAM Pilot Project who found a job with American Axle 

after completing the program, was also honored. 

“Many local employers have jobs to fill, and with partnerships between these businesses and 

local Michigan Works! agencies, we’re getting Michigan back work one job at a time,” said state 

Senator Bruce Caswell (R-Hillsdale).   

 In addition to the AAM Pilot Project, Michigan Works! Kalamazoo & St. Joseph created a 

customized approach to assist with the company’s expansion, including a job fair that drew over 400 job 

seekers, and a space for the business to host pre-employment testing. 

“The efforts of Michigan Works! Kalamazoo & St. Joseph Counties with American Axle 

illustrates the kind of success that’s possible when we focus on the needs of employers with jobs to fill 

and matching them with skilled employees seeking work” said state Representative Matt Lori (R-

Constantine).  “Our state has added over 250,000 jobs in the last four years, and working in partnerships, 

we will ensure that Michigan’s future is only going to get brighter.” 

The Prosperity Awards are an opportunity for state leaders to recognize the work of job makers 

and local workers successfully paired through Michigan Works! demand-driven approach to talent 

development, and saw dozens of honorees from across the state receive awards presented by their local 

lawmakers and state workforce development officials. 

- More    -  
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Award winners included job makers, Michigan Works! Agencies, partners and workers from 

across the state. 

“Michigan Works! is instrumental in meeting the workforce demands of  local employers,” said 

Kathy Olsen, Marketing and Community Information Coordinator for Kalamazoo-St. Joseph Michigan 

Works! “By collaborating regionally on a demand-driven talent development strategy, we are connecting 

job makers with the skilled workers they need while preparing Michigan citizens for 21st century jobs.” 

Employers and job seekers can find the nearest Michigan Works! Service Center by visiting 

http://michiganworks.org/agencies/map or by calling (1-800) 285-WORKS (9675). 

Established in 1987, the Michigan Works! Association fosters high-quality employment and 

training programs serving employers and workers by providing support activities and a forum for 

information exchange for Michigan's workforce development system.  For more information, please visit 

www.michiganworks.org.  
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